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THE PRESIDENT’S PIECE 

 
Well, I have reached the depths of hell and 
the heights of heaven, all in one day.  Nine 
of my fellow guild members and myself 
embarked on a three-day bus trip with the 
Illinois Valley Quilt Guild during the hottest 
days of the year.  We met the bus in 
Princeton and it was only a little late, no 
problem except for the big black cloud 
overhead.  Luckily the rain held off until we 
boarded.  The real problem was there was 
no air conditioning.  Chet, our bus driver, 
said we could get it fixed at our next stop in 
Peru. Yeah right.  We pulled into a bus 
garage of a competing bus company (who 
by the way were very nice) and after much 
discussion with the mechanic, it was 
decided to try and fix the bus.  They 

brought our bus into the garage (with us in 
it) and preceded to work on the backend 
innards of the bus. I certainly wouldn’t want 
them to work on my backend innards with 
the tools I saw hanging on those walls. 
After much banging around, pulling out this 
and that, and heated discussions 
(remember it’s hot outside) it was decided 
to change our bus for one of theirs.  We 
troop off the bus onto our new (old) bus, get 
settled, and lo and behold, Kathy and I get 
the best seats on the bus.  We are sitting 
where the handicapped would sit.  We had 
leg room galore.  Maybe this bus isn’t so 
bad.  After three more stops to pick up the 
rest of the IVQG’s members we are finally 
on our way, only an hour and a half late.  
The further west we traveled the hotter it 
got, and this bus’s air conditioning wasn’t 
any better than the bus we left in Illinois. By 
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this time the bus’s toilet is not all that 
pleasant either and the decision was made 
to stop at a welcome center to use their 
restrooms.  They only had one restroom!  
For fifty ladies!  Argh!  Keeping our stiff 
upper lips and somewhat frazzled, we 
clamored back onto the bus for three more 
fun filled very, very hot hours.  I now have 
experienced hell’s stifling heat and oh my 
gosh we are delivered unto heaven.  Forget 
the 102-degree heat, forget the long 
exhausting bus trip, bad toilets, we have 
arrived!  MISSOURI STAR QUILT CO. 
Heaven on earth!  You can’t describe 
Heaven, there are no words.  You can’t 
understand Heaven until you have 
experienced it.  That is something only you 
can do yourself.  So, have yourself some 
fun and go to Heaven on earth. 
 
Beth Kalbfus 

Country Crossroads Quilt Guild Minutes 
July 15, 2019 

Meet and Great/Refreshments:  6:30 – 
7:00pm 
Call to order:  7:00pm 
Announcements:  Judy advised Dixon Guild 
is selling 30th Anniversary pins for $7.50.  
Beth advised that Nina is out of the 
hospital/rehab at home doing well.  New 
member packets are available for those who 
did not receive one.   
Program:  Guest speaker was Shelley 
Johnson from Sunshine Stitches in Belvidere, 
Illinois.  Shelley began by telling us she 
initially had no interest in quilting but after 
spending many years putting in very long 
hours in the legal field that if she was going to 
work this hard for someone else, why not 
work for herself!  This is when her mom, a 
quilter, told her about a shop for sale, so she 
took the leap.  2 ½ years later she has a good 
business and is now a quilter!  She carries a 
wide variety of fabric lines but admits to 
loving color.  Her shop offers many different 
classes, BOM’s, sew-ins and events.  Most 
popular is the 2nd and 4th Monday sew-ins 

from 9 to 5 where a home cooked meal is 
provided. The 1st Friday offers a Late Night 
Lock-in running from 5am to midnight sew 
in!  Her shop does offer long-arm services 
strictly edge to edge.  Finally, she is a Quilt of 
Valor Shop where she offers QOV fabrics and 
if you bring in a QOV top and buy the backing 
and batting from her, the quilting is free.  She 
then did a very nice Trunk Show. 
Secretary Report:  Motion made by Kathy 
Clark, 2nd by Ritarose Polley to accept as 
written.  Approved. 
Treasurer Report:  Motion made by Carol 
Koeller, 2nd by Kathy Clark to accept as 
submitted.  Approved. 
Guests:  Nancy Myrick, Patricia Bontjes, 
Bunny Sues, Cindy Pingitore 
Name Tag Winner:  Carol Koeller 
Show and Tell Winner:  Karen Bolen 
Community Service:  Fran reported a good 
turnout with 11 completed tops.  Ann advised 
that October will be project day for kennel 
quilts.  Hobbs Batting has a charity quilt 
project program where you can apply to get a 
30 yard bolt at wholesale prices. 
Misc. news:  August is our annual potluck 
picnic starting at 6pm.  Please bring a dish to 
pass and your own table service.  The guest 
speaker scheduled has backed out and so 
President Kalbfus will provide a program!  A 
question was asked on getting musty smell 
out of quilts.  Suggestion was made to hang it 
up outside wet in the fall so the frost will kill 
the smell.  Elaine Sample has arranged a 
social sew-in gathering at the Senior Center 
in Freeport from 1 to 3 on Tuesdays. 
Officers:  Shelly Holverson has volunteered 
to be the VP for next year! 
New Business:  None 
Adjournment:  Motion made by Barb 
Gaertner, 2nd by Susan Murges at 7:52pm 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ann Olujic 
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AUGUST PROGRAM 
 

The August meeting is “Our Summer 
Picnic.” Bring a dish to pass and your 
own tableware. We will meet a 6 p.m. 
set up and eat, our program will begin 
at 7 p.m. The program is “Doll House 
Miniatures” by our President Beth Kalbfus. 
She has been making miniatures for 45 
years. She will bring about 10 different 
rooms, look closely at them; there is a cat in 
every room. She had her own shop called 
“Little Houses” in Springfield, Ohio. 
  
Don’t forget your Quilt By Slice!  
  

SEPTEMBER PROGRAM 
  
Karen Grover is from Rockford, IL. 
Her program will be “Out of the Box” 
Trunk Show and Quilt Design. 
   
POTLUCK AT 6 P.M. 
Bring your favorite dish!! 
  
Happy Quilting  
Deb Ley and Nina Mueller 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 
Becky Tague 1 
Deb Ley 4 
Sue Layng 8 
 
AUGUST REFRESHMENTS 
 
Carol Bellows 
Fran Kaminski  
Jeanine Price 
Sandy Sheely 
 

CROSSROADS QUILT BEE 
 

The Bee is held in the afternoon of 
every meeting day.  Everyone is 
welcome.  We start at 1:00 p.m. but 
you may come anytime 1:00 p.m. and 
after.  Stay as long as you like.  You 
may work on whatever you like, 
quilting, hand sewing, knitting 
crocheting, your own or 
whatever.  Bring whatever you need to 
do what you are working on.  Maybe 
you want to come just to visit or get 
help with a project.  That is great, 
too.  Snacks to share are always 
welcome but not required.  For dinner 
we have options of brown bag, share a 
dish, or go out to a restaurant.  We 
would love to see lots of you join 
us.  All are welcome. 
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THE LEARNING BEE: 
Some of the gals have decided to do a 
learning bee on Bee Days at 1 p.m. 
They will be demonstrating 
easy/simple techniques. This will start 
in August. More information will 
follow. 
 
Bee Committee 
Carol, Judy, and Kay 
 
General Notes and Reminders 

Refreshments: There are two containers in the 
back room of the church that contain paper 
supplies for refreshments and other guild items. 
These supplies have been purchased by the guild 
and are intended for this use. Please check this  
container before you purchase any new paper 
products.  
And:  
The church has asked that we put away the tables 
and chairs that we take out of the back room for 
our meetings. Anyone who could stay a few extra 
minutes after the meetings to help do this would 
be greatly appreciated.  
Also:  
We need to keep the kitchen clean, so please 
clean up after yourself. The refreshment 
committee is supposed to take the garbage out to 
the dumpster after the meeting, so please make 
sure you’ve tossed your trash before then. 
Boutique: 
At each meeting, we will set up a table to hold any 
quilt related boutique items you wish to sell or 
give away. Have the price clearly marked and put 
your name on everything so that the buyer can 
pay you (it sometimes helps to have an envelope 
with your name on it to put the money in).  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reminders:                
 

Potluck at 6:00 p.m. 
Bring Community Project 
Bring Show and Tell  
Bring a Guest  
Wear Name Tag 
 
Next newsletter deadline:  
September 1, 2019 


