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THE PRESIDENT’S PIECE 

      
Ah, November. Hopefully you had lots of 

trick-or-treaters so as not to have to eat the 

left over candy.  Quilters don't waste fabric 

or food. 

Are thoughts turning to fall leaves, 

pumpkins, turkey and the inevitable task of 

Christmas shopping? 

Think about getting at those precuts if you 

happen to have a snow day and get to stay 

home. No meeting in December 2017.  

Lynda will make the judgment call 

(weather) in January 2018. 

I thank you all for a good year as your 

President. It sure flew by. May you all have 

many blessings in 2018. 

And to finish my term, this makes sense.     

Three Wise Women 

If there had been Three Wise Women they 

would have arrived 3 days early, swept the 

stable, gathered fresh linens and had a 

meal ready and waiting when the Christ 

Child arrived.  Yet they come today bearing 

3 priceless gifts - Love, Laughter and 

Friendship! 

Have a wonderful wacky New Year. 

Ritarose Polley 

mailto:nmeier816@yahoo.com
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WARM UPS 

Val Clawson will show us how to make an 
adorable gift envelope just in time for those 
last minute Christmas gifts. 
 
Doreen White 
 

Country Crossroads Quilt Guild Minutes 

     The church was open up at 9:30 am for 

people to set up for the workshop, “Christmas 

Eclectically,” taught by Lynn Schmitt.  This 

workshop was about learning how to use 

different or non-traditional types of materials, 

using silks, home decor and wool fabrics to 

create a runner, wall hanging or pillow, 

whatever you wanted to transform it into.  

While working on your project, you were taught 

how to make fabrics play well with others by 

using different kinds of stabilizers so that they 

have the same “hand feel” as Lynn calls it, that 

the fabrics feel the same thickness and will then 

be structurally sound to stay together.  We 

constructed pinwheels using a paper foundation 

called “Star Singles” we also blended cotton 

with wool to make the background for placing 

our applique on. The applique was also wool 

and used a stabilizer to secure the wool so it 

would not distort while being applied. Lynn 

taught us how to use a blind stitch for applique. 

This was a great class for getting to understand 

the properties of different types of materials that 

we don’t normally think of using in our 

quilting.  For supper we went to Mimmo’s . 

 Warm – up’s Nina Mueller showed how to 

apply a sleeve on our quilts for hanging during 

the shows or for display. 

 The program for the evening was “Quilting 

Eclectically” given by Lynn Schmitt.  Lynn 

shared with us how she got started with using 

non-traditional materials for quilts. She started 

out as a commercial interior designer and had all 

these left over samples of material that she had 

acquired over the years, but wasn’t sure what to 

do with them.  She started making projects for 

family and friends trying to use up her stash.  

This progressed into her designing patterns for 

wall hangings, pillows and eventually quilts 

using the variety of materials that she had on 

hand.  Her first quilts were log cabins that she 

used to showcase how the different fabrics 

worked together to highlight the textures, but 

did not work against each other.  Lynn gains 

inspiration from many different elements such 

as building structures, floor layouts, nature and 

even table clothes.  She showed a variety of 

different quilts and how the textures came from 

the material and simple stitching to create 

interest for the eye and touch.  Her goal is to 

inspire people to try something new and 

different. Lynn’s advice is to play, exercise the 

brain and creativity. Let your mind have no 

boundaries in what you want to try.  

 The meeting was called to order by Ritarose 

Polley.  Secretary’s and Treasurer's reports were 

approved.   Carol Koeller proposed that we help 

the Rockport community in Texas by making 

pillow cases, bags and quilts for people who 

have lost everything during the disaster of the 

hurricane.  Carol offered to handle how the 

items would get there.  A motion was brought to 

the floor to make items and have them here for 

the November meeting. Beth Kalbfus made a 

motion and Nina Mueller seconded. Vote was 

unanimous.   

 Barb Gaertner shared that the next month’s 

meeting would be a potluck, and we need to 

bring a wrapped item for a grab bag.  Ruth 

Whitney will also have tickets for us to sell for 

the quilt show, and asks each person to sell at 

least 4 books of tickets.  There will be a sewing 

bee at 1:00 p.m.  Warm ups at 5:30, Val 

Clawson will show how to make a snowman gift 

card holder. Meal will begin at 6:00 p.m.  Next 

month will also be election of officers for 2018. 

 Ritarose shared why we have a quilt show 

and how it helps to not only show our talents but 

is helps raise money so we can have workshops 

and guest speakers. This helps draw people in 

for new membership and helps keep things 

interesting. She shared how one guild is 

disbanding because they did not have people 

stepping up to help, hold offices or be active in 

their group.   The guild is for all of us and we 

need to participate to keep it going.  Thanks to 

all who have and will in the future.  

 The quilt show is April 21-22, 2018.  Set up 

is April 20th.   Mark your calendars so we can 
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have a great time together.   Don’t forget to get 

your quilts done and ready to show.   

 

Slate of Officers 

President:   Lynda Palmer 

Vice President:   Beth Kalbfus  

Treasurer:   Dawn Vehmeier 

Secretary:  Prudy Lee 

Programs:   Doreen White and Kathy Clark 

Warm-ups:   IN NEED OF TWO PEOPLE 

Publicity:  Sarah Warfield 

Newsletter:  Mary Meier  

 

Name Tag Winner:  Ann Olujic    

Show and Tell Winner: Ruth Whitney 

Guest:  Ellen Ebert   

New Member:  Dianne Jackman 

 Thank you notes from Home of Hope for 

quilts and Valerie Lanque from Quilt Merchant  

 Meeting was adjourned followed by Show 

and Tell.            

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Prudy Lee 

 

 Please sign up for treats in 2018; the sheet 

still has many openings. It will be at the check 

in table in November. 

  

NOVEMBER PROGRAM  
 

Here we are November 2017! We can't 
believe how fast this year has gone. We 
want to thank everyone who helped or 
participated with our programs this year. 
We certainly had a great time! 
 

Now for our Christmas Party: 

1:00 p.m. -  a spelling bee (JUST Kidding) -  

*Sewing Bee*  

5:30 p.m. -  We'll start with Warm-up and 

Demos! Followed by potluck. 

Bring Round Robins, if you participated. 

(We will have a people's choice award!) 

Bring a WRAPPED Grab-Bag (suggested 

price $1.00 -$20.00) *up to you--store 

bought or handmade. 

Remember...... we need all committee 

positions filled (if any are left open) 

We have a fantastic group of members 

which make up our incredible Quilt Guild! 

Let's keep it this way. It takes all of us to 

make it possible.  

Barb Gaertner & Kathy Aubin 

gaertnerbarb@gmail.com 

815-297-2700 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ITEMS FOR ROCKPORT, TEXAS 

 

Please remember to bring pillow cases, 

book bags and quilts for the people in 

Rockport, Texas affected by Hurricane 

Harvey. Carol Koeller will see that they 

reach needy families. 
 

mailto:gaertnerbarb@gmail.com
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 
Ann Olujic 3 
Cay Rydberg 3 
Valerie Clawson 7 
Anita Hayward 8 
Sandy Hinrichs 14 
Chasity Moorehead 15 
Mary Vanderwerff 15 
Mary Lee 18 
Mary Block 24 
Bonnie Lawfer 28 
 
NOVEMBER REFRESHMENTS 
(Potluck—beverages only) 
 
Carol Bellows 
Fran Kaminski 
Sarah Warfield 
 
Recipes from Lorna Wolfe 
 

Skinny Pool Side Dip 
 

1 medium bell pepper, diced 

1 medium red bell pepper, diced 

2 small jalapeno peppers, diced 

4 oz. diced black olives 

1 c. yellow corn, drained 

3 Tbsp. Hidden Valley Ranch original dip (dry 

mix) 

8 oz. 1/3 fat cream cheese 

1 c. fat free plain Greek yogurt 
 

Mix cream Hidden Valley Ranch with cream 

cheese and yogurt. Blend in vegetables.  
 

Pumpkin Cookies 
 

1 c. butter 

½ c. brown sugar 

½ c. sugar 

1 c. pumpkin 

½ tsp. salt 

1 c. chopped pecans 

1 egg 

1 tsp. vanilla 

2 c. flour 

1 tsp. baking soda 

1 tsp. baking powder 

1 tsp. cinnamon 

Mix as for cookies. Refrigerate for at least an 

hour. Drop by spoonful on ungreased cookie 

sheet. Bake 350° for 10 – 12 minutes.  
 

Penuche Frosting 
 

3 Tbsp. butter 

½ c. brown sugar 

Boil these together. Stir and cook till slightly 

thickened. Cool and add: 

¼ c. milk 

Powdered sugar to make spreading consistency. 

(Makes about 2 cups frosting) 
 

General Notes and Reminders 
 

Refreshments: 
There are two containers in the back room of the 
church that contain paper supplies for 
refreshments and other guild items.  These 
supplies have been purchased by the guild and 
are intended for this use.  Please check this 
container before you purchase any new paper 
products.  
And:   
The church has asked that we put away the tables 
and chairs that we take out of the back room for 
our meetings.  Anyone who could stay a few extra 
minutes after the meetings to help do this would 
be greatly appreciated.   
Also:   
We need to keep the kitchen clean, so please 
clean up after yourself.  The refreshment 
committee is supposed to take the garbage out to 
the dumpster after the meeting, so please make 
sure you’ve tossed your trash before then. 
Boutique: 
At each meeting, we will set up a table to hold any 
quilt related boutique items you wish to sell or 
give away.  Have the price clearly marked and put 
your name on everything so that the buyer can 
pay you (it sometimes helps to have an envelope 
with your name on it to put the money in). 
 

Reminders:                               
 

Bring a dish to pass for potluck 
Bring Show and Tell and Round Robins 
Bring a Guest  
Wear Name Tag 


