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THE PRESIDENT’S PIECE 

I can’t believe my reign is almost over! I 

hope everyone has had some FUN and 

made a new quilty friend or two. Thank you 

to all of my Officers and Committee 

Chairpersons, you have all done a great 

job. It has been a great year with many 

fabulous speakers, great workshops and 

informative warm-ups. Thank you to Ann 

and Kay!  

So many things on the slate for November 

meeting! Officer installation, revealing of 

Secret Sisters, making an ornament, games 

and I almost forgot the most important a 

potluck! 

My belief is that if you are in an 
organization you need to share and give as 
much as you can to that organization. We 
have an amazing amount of talent within 
this Guild and need to share our talents 
with other Guild members. Please consider 
volunteering for a committee or sharing 
your talent tip or trick. This is your Guild, 
and is only as strong as ALL of its  
members. Looking forward to next year, I 
know Barb and Kathy have some fabulous  
speakers and workshops planned. 
  
If you have not signed up for refreshments 
for next year please do so. If we have four 
or five members on each month it makes it 
easier for everyone. Don’t forget this 
month’s charitable contribution is canned 
vegetables. So, go to your shelf right now 
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and grab a can or two and put with your 
items to bring to Guild. Lets fill Nina’s car 
with vegetables! If everyone brought just 
two cans of vegetables we could have at 
least 100 cans, that means at least 300  
servings! WOW! Let's make a difference at 
the local pantries this month! (If Nina’s car 
gets full, I have a truck we can fill!) The 
charity projects have been appreciated by 
many organizations. Nina and her 
Committee have done a great job!  
 
Again I can’t express enough THANKS to 
all of the Officers, Chairpersons, 
Committees, and Members who have made 
my job easier this year. 
 
My tip this month: GET INVOLVED! It can 
be very rewarding! 
 
“Our lives are like quilts, bits and pieces, joy 
and sorrow, stitched with love.” 
 
Carol Bellows 

Country Crossroads Quilt Guild Minutes 

October 17, 2016 

 

 Warm ups were demonstrated by Chyree 

Rohde-Lincoln who showed how to create 

perfect curved seams by cutting fabrics in 

multiples of two (simultaneously, with right 

sides up) and Ann Tully gave us a tutorial on 

her favorite method for the no-math flying geese 

ruler (makes 4 identical flying geese units with 

no waste). 

       Our own Laura Bak-Malkuch led a beaded 

scissor point protector fob workshop.  Our 

scissors protector used two colors of Miyuki 

Delica cylinder beads to weave a peyote strip 

around a rubber grip.  We learned about the 

importance of the stop bead and criticality of 

keeping good and even tension throughout.  

Once we zippered the peyote strip together, we 

started on the fringe.  Most of us didn’t get the 

fringe and chain to attach the fob to our scissors 

finished during the workshop.  Laura graciously 

agreed to come back again next month (1:00pm 

on November 21st) to help us finish if 

necessary.    

      Our program was a trunk show by Laura 

Bak-Malkuch.  She and her husband own and 

operate the Prairie Star Lodge Retreat Center in 

Browntown, WI.  Laura has been crafting all of 

her life and started beading 18-20 years ago.  

Unlike other crafts which eventually grew old 

and uninteresting to her, with beading, there was 

always something new to learn and she loved 

the tactile nature of the beading.  Once she 

started quilting, she joined every guild she could 

find because she loves learning new techniques 

from the other members.   

       Laura shared with us her “journey in beads” 

through countless beautiful works of art that she 

had created – dozens of amulet bags, lariats, 

necklaces, bracelets, and more!  Laura told us 

that there were 8-10 main stitches used in 

beading.  Her projects used primarily off-loom 

beading/ weaving techniques including the 

peyote stitch, the brick stitch, and the square 

stitch.  She also does bead embellishment on her 

quilting projects and various other media.  Her 

piece de resistance was a flowered beaded collar 

that she wore on her wedding day.  Laura 

inspired us all to venture outside of our comfort 

zone and try something new with beads. 

       Following Laura’s trunk show, the business 

meeting was called to order by Carol Bellows.  

The Secretary’s report was approved with two 

corrections – Joyce Winnekins (not Joyce 

Michael) helped with warmups and Kathy Clark 

(not Nancy Johnsen) reported on the community 

projects.  The Treasurer’s report was approved.  

Members were reminded to sign up for 2017 

refreshments and pay their dues tonight if 

possible.  We had one guest this month – Cheryl 

Linscheid – and three new members – Bessie 

Pavell, Lana Soldat, and Elaine Geerts.   

       Nina Mueller thanked everyone for the lap 

robes and walker bags that they had completed 

and delivered to her.  She will continue to 

donate items beyond this year so if you haven’t 

completed your community project yet, it’s not 

too late!  Food items and other staples have 

been delivered to Byron, Mr. Morris, Oregon, 

Forreston, and Freeport Area Church 

Cooperative.  Please bring canned vegetables to 
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our November meeting for donation.  Ann Tully 

and Kay Walker reported that November will be 

our Christmas meeting/party.  They brought 

examples of the finished ornaments that will be 

set up at different stations for all guild members 

to make.  Feel free to make as many of the 

various ornaments as you’d like.  Please bring 

your sewing kit and empty spools.  We will also 

play Left-Right-Center so bring 12 – 2½” strips 

(~45” long) for this game.  Chicken will be 

provided.  We’ll eat at 6:00 p.m.  They 

reminded us that Laura will be at the church at 

1:00 for any necessary beading tutelage 

(available for those that participated in today’s 

workshop).  Barb Gaertner and Kathy Aubin 

reported that in light of our Christmas 

celebration, there would be no warm ups in 

November.  They thanked everyone for their 

support throughout this past year.  Kay stated 

the church would be open at 1:00 p.m. for Bees.  

30s reproduction fabric will be used for next 

year’s raffle quilt so please consider donating 

your fat quarters and scraps to the committee. 

       Carol Bellows announced the current slate 

of officers for next month’s elections. We still 

need two people to do warm ups.  

       Secret Sisters will be revealed next month.  

       Name tag winner: Karen Bolen                    

       Show and tell winner:  Judy Barnard 

      The meeting was adjourned, followed by 

show and tell.  

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 Dawn Vehmeier (for Prudy Lee) 
 

SLATE OF OFFICERS 2017 

 

President:  Ritarose Polley 

Vice President: Lynda Palmer 

Secretary:  Prudy Lee 

Treasurer:  Fran Kaminski 

Programs:  Barb Gaertner/Kathy Aubin 

Warm-Ups: 

Publicity:  Sarah Warfield 

Newsletter:  Mary Meier 

Bee:  Deb Ley/Carol Koeller 

 

 

WARM UPS 

We will not have warm ups or demos for our 

November meeting, but we will have available 

handouts regarding 2017 programs and 

workshops.  We will have sign-up sheets at the 

board table each month for the following 

month's workshop. We  ask that you sign up 

and pay the treasurer at that time.  

We will also have a sign-up sheet for warm-ups 
and demos for 2017 (if anybody could help us 
out with them, we'd appreciate that.) A Special 
Thank You to all who volunteered for warm ups 
and demos 2016. *Nobody has volunteered for 
warm-ups and demos for 2017.  
 
I, Barb, will be happy to stay onboard and help 
one person who would come aboard this two-
year journey. If we could just get one person to 
come aboard each year being mentored by one 
person from the previous year it might be more 
appealing and not so intimidating for everyone. 
Our guild needs YOU! We would be sad if this 
position no longer existed. It's not a difficult job 
and it has been fun and interesting getting to 
meet so many talented quilters. We hope 
someone will consider this position (and , if 
someone already has ....thank you :-) 
 
We look forward to seeing everyone at our 
November meeting! 
 
Happy Autumn, 

Kathy Aubin and Barb Gaertner 
 

NOVEMBER PROGRAM 
 

Laurie Hird's new quilt book has arrived and 
will be available at the November guild 
meeting. If you can't make it to guild, please 
arrange to have someone pick it up or 
contact Ann Tully to make arrangements.  
Thanks for your patience...the slow boat to 
China made it!   
 
Don't forget to bring your  sewing kit 
(needle, thread, scissors) to make 
ornaments at November meeting.  There 
are five types to choose from.  Also we will 
be doing left, right, center game.  So if they 
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want to play that, please bring 12 two and a 
half by width of fabric strips.   
 

Ann Tully and Kay Walker 

 

 

 

 

Pumpkin Pie Cheesecake Dip 

from Ruth Whitney 

 3/4 c. International Delight Pumpkin Pie Spice 

Creamer 

3.4 oz pkg. pumpkin spice instant pudding 

8 oz cream cheese, softened 

1/4 c. granulated sugar 

2 c. frozen whipped topping, thawed 

Graham cracker crumbs for garnish 

 

In a bowl, whisk together the International 

Delight Pumpkin Pie Spice Creamer with 

pumpkin spice instant pudding. Set aside for 

about 5 minutes. In a mixing bowl, beat together 

the softened cream cheese and sugar. Add in 

pudding to cream cheese mixture and beat. Once 

well combined, fold in the 2 cups of thawed 

whipped topping and refrigerate. When ready to 

serve, fill bowl with Pumpkin Pie Cheesecake 

Dip topped with graham cracker crumbs. 

Notes: If you can't find pumpkin spice instant 

pudding (it is seasonal), you can use either 

vanilla or cheesecake instant pudding with a 

teaspoon of pumpkin pie spice. 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

Cay Rydberg 3 
Bernie Bird 13 
Sandy Hinrichs 14 
Mary Vanderwerff 15 
Mary Lee 18 
 

NOVEMBER REFRESHMENTS 
 

Deb Ley 
Fran Kaminski 
 

General Notes and Reminders 
 

Refreshments: 
There are two containers in the back room of the 
church that contain paper supplies for 
refreshments and other guild items.  These 
supplies have been purchased by the guild and 
are intended for this use.  Please check this 
container before you purchase any new paper 
products.  
And:   
The church has asked that we put away the tables 
and chairs that we take out of the back room for 
our meetings.  Anyone who could stay a few extra 
minutes after the meetings to help do this would 
be greatly appreciated.   
Also:   
We need to keep the kitchen clean, so please 
clean up after yourself.  The refreshment 
committee is supposed to take the garbage out to 
the dumpster after the meeting, so please make 
sure you’ve tossed your trash before then. 
Boutique: 
At each meeting, we will set up a table to hold any 
quilt related boutique items you wish to sell or 
give away.  Have the price clearly marked and put 
your name on everything so that the buyer can 
pay you (it sometimes helps to have an envelope 
with your name on it to put the money in). 
 

Reminders:                               
 

Bring Show and Tell    
Bring a Guest  
Bring Charitable Items  
Bring sewing kit to make ornaments 
Bring (12) 2 1/2" by WOF strips 
Wear Name Tag 


