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THE PRESIDENT’S PIECE 

WOW! Where did February go? Hope all of 
you are doing some fun things. Do you 
know there is a ton of free quilt patterns out 
there? Found one I “had to have” so that 
meant more fabric! FUN! Went on a bus 
shop hop. (Ask Denise about her new 
phone!) FUN and FRIENSHIPS! Got a quilt 
finished to donate, fabric cut out for two 
quilts, and of course working full time. So I 
am keeping busy! Hope you got a project or 
two finished or started!  
 
If you are doing a workshop or a demo, 
please submit your “handouts” to Mary and 
she can put it in the newsletter. This will cut 
down the number of pages you have to 
print.  Members that are interested in that 

particular project can print out their own 
directions.  
 
A note to all of the members participating in 
Secret Sister, March is a scheduled month 
to bring something for your Secret Sister. 
Let's put them in the kitchen on your way in 
and we can each collect our item at the 
break. We will not be showing Secret Sister 
items during show and tell. You can open 
your gift at break and show others if you 
want to. 
 
Don’t forget to bring an item or two for the 
Food Pantry collection. This is such a great 
project. This month the committee is asking 
for pasta and rice products and canned 
sauces.  
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March Tip of the Month: If you have to 
piece your backing, run your seams 
horizontal to the quilt top. This makes the 
backing much easier to put on a longarm 
machine with the seams running parallel to 
the bars. It also eliminates the chances of 
puckers or what I call fold overs in your 
backing. The best idea is to purchase wide 
backing and not have to piece it at all! 
 
Quilts are like FRIENDS a great source of 
comfort. 

Carol Bellows 

 
WARM UPS 

 
Our March warm up/demo will be given by 
Beth Kalbfus.  She will be demonstrating 
the beautiful “Lucy Boston” blocks.  This is 
one not to be missed! 
 
If you have a quilting tip or trick to share, 
please feel free to contact Kathy or Barb. 
  

Kathy Aubin and Barb Gaertner 
 

Country Crossroads Quilt Guild Minutes 

February 15th, 2016 

 

The church was opened at 12:30 p.m. for 

workshop given by Mary Alice Hart on 

“Dogwood Applique.”   In this workshop we 

learned how to do a different kind of applique 

by making a pattern using butchers paper, 

cutting this apart and using fusible web as a 

foundation for putting it back together. She also 

showed us a product called “Solvron and 

Texture Magic.”  This product causes the 

material to shrink and make a textured look,  

which we used for the center of our flowers.  

Mary also shared many tips on using tulle for 

shading, how to use interfacing to make your 

white fabric not shadow from the background 

fabric,  and using glue stick to help turning 

edges under to stay in place for appliqueing.  A 

fun time was had by all. 

This was followed by a potluck at 5:30 p.m.  

Warm ups were at 6:30 p.m.  Nina Mueller 

showed how the walker bags should go together 

and handed out patterns. 

The February program was presented by 

Mary Alice Hart from Monroe, WI.  She shared 

her story of how she had been involved with 

quilting from a young child to now.   Many of 

her pieces show how she had used her technique 

from flowers to portraits of family and friends.  

Mary also explained how some of the coloring 

was produced from painting to using different 

thread for shading and using fabric to change 

shading.         

The meeting was called to order by Carol 

Bellows.  The Secretary's report from last month 

was approved.  As a newsletter correction for 

the Charity Projects, we are not doing baby 

blankets.  

Treasurer's report was approved.  A motion 

was made to pass the budget for 2016 by Kathy 

and second by Barb. Vote was taken and passed 

unanimously.    

It was reported by Nina Mueller that the lap 

robes should be 40 inches by 40 inches, twin 

size quilts could be backed with light weight 

flannel or fleece. The reason they are not using 

batting is because of the weight of the fabric on 

the patient’s skin; they are very sensitive to 

touch from treatments. In March we will be 

working on walker bags, so bring your sewing 

machine and supplies to help.  In May we will 

be making caps for cancer patients. 

Ann Tully reported on many of the 

upcoming programs that will be presented for 

the coming year. She also shared some of the 

exciting workshops that will be offered. 

Carol shared that we already have volunteers 

for the next Quilt show and if anyone else 

would like to help to please let her know. 

Secret sister drawing was done. 

Name tag winner was Debi Ley           

Show and tell winner Carol Koeller. 

The meeting was adjourned , followed by 

show and tell. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Prudy Lee 
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MARCH PROGRAM 

 

Our March program is Cassie Schlais,  the 
new owner of Lucky 2B Quilting in 
Pecatonica, IL. Cassie is bringing a fresh 
new look to the shop with a complete line of 
Lori Holt's newest fabric (Farm Girl 
Vintage), patterns and notions. Also new to 
the shop will be a new section of romantic, 
cottage florals such as Tonya Whelan and 3 
Sisters collections. 
   
Cassie comes to the quilting industry with a 
20+ year background in marketing and 
retail and as well as 6 years teaching 
experience. Cassie and her husband live in 
Winnebago and have 4 children, 2 of which 
attend Winnebago Schools. In her free 
time, Cassie likes to spend her free time 
quilting (of course!) or anything creating 
with fabric, gardening, collecting vintage 
treasures and reading. 
  
Although Cassie has sewn for years, on 
and off since her early teens, she has only 
learned the art and skill of quilting since 
moving to Winnebago about 5 years ago. 
Polly Perkins, former owner of Lucky 2B 
Quilting, was her first quilt teacher! So while 
Cassie brings many skills and experience 
needed to successfully operate a retail 
business, she will be acquiring some of the 
quilting expertise right along with her 
customers. 

 
MARCH WORKSHOP 

 
Another fabulous workshop is planned for 
March! Ruth Whitney will be introducing us 
to "Lucy Boston." This is an enchanting 
project with English paper piecing. Have 
you tried this technique?.....learn a new skill 
or perfect one you know! The workshop will 
be Monday, March 21, at 1:00. The cost is 
$5 for the class (paid to the guild) and 
purchase of a $5 kit from Ruth on that day. 

Don't miss this class! Email Ann 
(anntully@comcast.net) or Kay 
(KWa1069136@aol.com) to 
reserve you place. Class size is limited. 

 
Ann Tully and Kay Walker 
 

 
 
 
 

WALKER BAGS 
 

As a part of our service project this year, 

a work shop to make walker bags will be 

held from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the kitchen 

end of the meeting room on March 21. 

Please bring a basic sewing kit and 

machine and any fabric to be used for the 

bags.  Directions will be available as well 

as some pre-cut kits.  Let's see how 

 many we can get done!  Thanks.   

 

Nina Mueller 
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MARCH REFRESHMENTS 
 
Bunny Weisendanger 
Ann Tully 
Donna Saxby 
Joyce Winnekins 
 
MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
 
Denise Rehnberg 3 
Beth Kalbfus 10 
Barb Wells 16 
Nancy Johnsen 24 
 
General Notes and Reminders 
 
Refreshments: 
There are two containers in the back room of the 
church that contain paper supplies for 
refreshments and other guild items.  These 
supplies have been purchased by the guild and 
are intended for this use.  Please check this 
container before you purchase any new paper 
products.  
And:   
The church has asked that we put away the tables 
and chairs that we take out of the back room for 
our meetings.  Anyone who could stay a few extra 

minutes after the meetings to help do this would 
be greatly appreciated.   
Also:   
We need to keep the kitchen clean, so please 
clean up after yourself.  The refreshment 
committee is supposed to take the garbage out to 
the dumpster after the meeting, so please make 
sure you’ve tossed your trash before then. 
 
Boutique: 
At each meeting, we will set up a table to hold any 
quilt related boutique items you wish to sell or 
give away.  Have the price clearly marked and put 
your name on everything so that the buyer can 
pay you (it sometimes helps to have an envelope 
with your name on it to put the money in). 

 
Reminders:                               
 
Bring Show and Tell    
Bring a Guest  
Wear Name Tag 
 
 
Next Newsletter deadline:   
April 1, 2016 
 
 
 
 

 


